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PHOENIX CIRCLE AT LAURA SECORD HOMESTEAD

= - The Phoenix Circle met on July 14th at

the newly opened Laura Secord
Homestead for a special tour of the
home and a look at the new facilities.
Our group was treated to a guided tour
by homestead staff with a special
surprise personal account by a
uniformed soldier (pictured top left) .

We had a new member, Steve
Hinchliffe, join our group of donors.
We welcome Steve to the group and
thank all of our Phoenix Circle donors
for their annual support.

Pictured in front of the Laura Secord
Homestead are: Back Row - David
Murray, Peter Enns, Chuck Jackson,
Kelly James, Neil Rumble, Dennis Kam
and Steve Hinchliffe.

Front Row - Elizabeth Surtees, Molly
Enns, Janet James, Deborah Paine,
Kathy Heit, Sandra Lawrence and Amy
Klassen.

2012 Brock Ball | June 16th, 2012

An elegant, period ball commemorating the
declaration of the War of 1812

Tickets $200 each. For tickets or event details call
the Niagara Historical Museum at 905 -468-3912 or
visit www.niagarahistorical.museum

SCHEDULE

OF EVENTS
September 15 -
Jackie Maxwell
Lecture 7:30 pm

September 15 -
Shaw exhibition
closes

October 1 - New
exhibition opens

October 3 -
Launch for 1812
art exhibition

October 13 -
AGM and
Lecture, 6:30 pm

October 15 - Old
Woman in the
Van, 7 pm

October 22 - Tea
at Five, 7 pm

October 29 -
Pack up Your
Troubles, 7 pm
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FROM THE MANAGING DIRECTOR - sarah Maloney

| wanted to update all the membership on the wind
damage the Museum sustained back in April. During
the windstorm, the Museum lost several shingles
from the High School building. Fortunately, the roof
will be replaced in a few weeks. We also discovered
a new problem that resulted from the windstorm:
our HVAC system in Memorial Hall was damaged by
a large branch that fell on the outdoor system. This
piece has also been replaced.

The Brock Ball Committee continues to progress
with the June 16th, 2012 event. We have also been
acknowledged as a Signature Event for the Opening

presentations. Funds will also be used for
collections management and the restoration of
hydll NA2Qa 2f RSal
The Committee is currently looking for potential
sponsors for this unique event held within the
grounds of Fort George. Make sure you reserve your
GAO1StGa y2¢6 o0SOIldzas
promising to be a once in a lifetime event!

Our 1812 walking tours have been going well this
summer, increasing our numbers in July over June.
We expect to have even better numbers for August!
We have had some great feedback about the tours
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Ceremonies of the War of 1812 commemoration by as well as tips for some adjustments for next year.
the Niagara Regional Legacy Committee! One of our
goals for the event is to raise funds for our

1812 lectures, walking tours, exhibitions and

We think this has been great practice for the
Bicentennial tours as our guides learned more,

gained confidence and the word has spread.

Walking tour guide
Rick Meloen teaches a
group about the War
of 1812 at the gazebo
Ay vdzSSyQa

1812 Symposium
November 20, 2011 | 11:00 am - 3:45 pm
Images of Niagara on the Eve of War

Location: Courthouse, Niagara on the lake

Sarah Maloney, spoke at the dedication of

Featuring a variety of speakers including Ron Dale,
{do al
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rare appearance at the event .

Sarah Maloney and Desmond Morton.
Visit www.1812niagaraonthelake.com for details.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & PORTEOUS PRESENTATION

Carizton Porteous-— PR ~ BC¢KS {20ASGeQa !yydz € D Styiusstiay, a
129 ‘B October 13, 2011 at 7 pm. |If you would like to see a version of
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calling the Museum.

We are now accepting nominations for new Board members. If
you would like to nominate someone for the Society Board,
please fill out the form below and return it to the Museum as soon
as possible.

As part of our meeting, we will have a special presentation by

/' FYSNRY t2NIS2dzao alye 27F 2dzN
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original artwork that portrays the events of the Battle of
Queenston Heights.

After we have finished the Society business, Cameron will present "Stumbling down the rocky path of
history", his personal view of what happened in the village of Queenston 200 years ago. He will discuss the
reasons for the drawings, the hardships in producing them, the research, discovering myths, and finally the
end result.

Members will be able to enjoy his original artwork as part of the new exhibition that will be on display.

NOMINATION FORM FOR SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Name of Nominee: Address:
Name of Nominator: Address:
Seconded by: Address:

l, , agree to stand for election to the Board of Directors at the Annual General mieeting,
October 13, 2011. If elected to the position for which | as nominated, | agree to serve for the term elected.

Signed: Date:
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MEET OUR CONTRACT STAFF!

Abby Ramcharan, Development Officer

| joined the Niagara Historical Society and Museum in May 2011. This is my first
foray into the non-profit sector as | am coming from a background in Urban
Planning. | have experience working as a Heritage Planner at the Town of Oakville
and as a result, | am familiar with heritage organizations and legislations. At the

Niagara Historical Society and Museum, my role as a Development Officer is to
assist with fundraising, as well as to provide customer service to museum visitors and administrative duties

as needed. My work thus far has included grant application writing, sourcing potential sponsors for our

upcoming Brock Ball, developing a sponsorship package and coordinating events for our Phoenix Circle

Members. | am thoroughly enjoying my time at the museum and look forward to meeting you when you

comeinl | 608 Qa LI IFOSYSyd 41 & YIRS HRandalioh mrfR8ral iiknyR dz3 K |

Sergio Martin, Curatorial Assistant

My name is Sergio Martin and | am working in the museum as an intern granted by the
Government of Spain. Among the curatorial duties | am working on, | am especially
involved in the organization of two exhibitions - one on the history of the Shaw Festival,
on display in the Public Library, and one on archaeological sites in town, paying special
FGiSytGAzy G2 GKS adGdzRé FyR SEKAOAG 27F §
SEOI @I GA2Yy ® hiG§KSNJ LINE2SOGA L Y @2N] AR
into Spanish, creating a display and article on the travel of Israel Valderrama from Colombia to Niagara-on-

the-Lake by bike, and managing an Oral History Project on the experiences of migrant workers in the area.
My work at the Museum has given me very valuable experience for my career and has enabled me to adapt

to the Canadian way of life.

Josh Rupert, World War | Project Coordinator

| joined the Niagara Historical Society and Museum in May 2011 and have been

working as the WWI Project Coordinator for the Museum. Over the summer |
KIS O2YLIAESR | tAad 2F Ittt GKS Al
First World War, digitized any items that needed it, and am currently working on

a digital document to assist anyone wishing to research the Great War in the
Niagara region. | have also created an exhibit in the town public library and helped commence the 1812
walking tours. Before living in the Niagara region | grew up in Prescott and Ottawa, ON, but since moving

at the beginning of May 2011, | have really enjoyed working for the Museum and living in the area.
W2aKQa LIXFOSYSyd 41 & YI R¥ounglanadd\WdrkS (G KNRdz3K | 3I NI
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Peter Rindlisbacher

Queenston Landing 1811

On October 1st, we open our Fall exhibition in partnership with
Canadian Art Cards. As part of their collection of original 1812 art that
was commissioned for the Bicentennial, the Museum will be hosting
the original paintings of the Niagara-on-the-Lake landmarks as well as a
few from other sites in the region.

This exhibit will be a excellent lead-in to the Bicentennial of the War of
1812 and the exhibitions Sarah has planned for the next two years to
commemorate the events that shaped the town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

Included in this exhibition is a new painting, Queenston Landing 1811

by Peter Rindlisbacher (pictured above), which is currently on display at
the Museum in our 1812 section of the permanent exhibition.

[P YSNRY t2NIS2dzaQ aSNRSa 2F LI
vdzSSyaidz2y | SA3IKGa FyR NE O Qa
the exhibition.

An exhibition launch is planned for October 3rd, so please watch your

mailboxes for an invitation to that event. All of the paintings on display
I NS @FAflroftS Fa NI OF NRa Ay
ordered in various sizes.

Letter from
the President

Our 1812 Bicentennial rose
garden around our flagpole adds
a lovely touch of colour to the
front of the Museum grounds.
We thank the Niagara Garden
Club for donating this special
hybrid rose created exclusively
by Palatine Fruit & Roses for the
Bicentennial.

We have received many
accolades from members and
visitors on our courtyard garden.
Our gardening committee,
chaired by Society Treasurer
Dennis Kam, have created a
colourful and relaxing
atmosphere and we truly thank
them for all their efforts.

| hope everyone is looking
forward to next June and our
Brock Ball dinner to he held
inside Fort George. This will be a
'\?ncel}J iny{fetivrr]e eﬁegflx‘]))tj_,_é G A
LAY A P e
reserve your tickets now by

calling the Museum.

-Neil Rumble

iKS adzaSdzyQa 3IA

Page 5



Museum Chronicles

ARTEFACT SPOTLIGHT: BICYCLE

b[ S3a 2F {0SSté¢Y ¢KS [/ KNRYAOIf
25,000 km journey by bicycle

Israel Valderrama was a 20 year old scout when he crossed most of the
American continent from his hometown of Barranquilla, Colombia to
Niagara-on-the-Lake. His aim was to reach the International Jamboree

7 celebrated in this town during the summer of 1955, where boy scouts from
all around the world met to celebrate their brotherhood links.

« Israel was committed to riding the 25,000 km separating Colombia and
Canada as a way to demonstrate to himself and to the world his dedication
to the Scout cause.

N »5_;/' He started his nine and a half month trip by bicycle in August of 1954,

N keeping the Jamboree in Niagara-on-the-Lake as the incentive he needed
when forces brought him down. This adventure took him through ten different countries following the route
of the Panamerican Highway, still under construction at many points.

This journey was a huge challenge for Israel, who had to face a number of obstacles including exhaustion,
sickness, shipwreck and imprisonment, but at the same time this journey was the opportunity he needed to
live some experiences he had never imagined before. Not only did he enjoy the incredible landscapes he
found on his way to the North, but also he experienced adventures that he still remembers and relays to his
grandchildren in Burlington, where he moved after the Jamboree in Niagara.

He used a total of 6 bikes during his long travel - bicycles that he either lost or that broke or that he needed
to sell to get cash. He bought his fifth bicycle for 38 cents in the Simpson Sears store in Tucson, Arizona. He
had mechanical problems when he arrived in San Francisco so he had to exchange it for a new one of the
same model. That is the bicycle he arrived in Niagara-on-the-
Lake with and the one that Israel recently donated to the
Museum, where it is on display in the second floor of Memorial
Hall.

Israel wrote a book which was named after the headline a
reporter of the Bellingham Herald gave to him: "Legs of steel", a
metaphor that symbolizes the strength that this young man
demonstrated in the fulfillment of his challenge.

Researched and Written by Sergio Martin
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FOURTH ANNUAL PHOENIX DINNER

Saturday, December 3, 2011
Tickets are $125 per person | Black tie
The theme this year is a 1950s Christmas!
Call to reserve your tickets as they sell fast!!

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE

The Society will be holding its annual Christmas Hamper raffle again this year. We will have two baskets
filled with chocolates, napkins, wines, pates, gifts, candles, liquors and much, much more. Everything you
need to throw a great holiday party.

As always, we are seeking our donations and thought we would get a head

start this year. If you would like to contribute items to the hampers, please 0 /
bring them by the Museum. A tax receipt will be provided for donations %
which are accompanied by a sales receipt stating the value. /7 &

Tickets for our Annual Christmas Hamper Raffle will be $2 each or 3 for $5

and will be available in late October or early November. The winning \J

tickets will be drawn just before Christmas.

A 50th FANFARE AT THE MUSEUM

Three cabaret evenings to complement the Shaw Festival's 50th anniversary.

The Old Woman in the VahOctober 15
by Alan Bennett - Read by Shaw actors Jennifer Phipps and Lorne Kennedy
Based on the book of the same title, and the true story of a woman who parked her van in Alan Bennett's
back garden and stayed there for nearly twenty years.

Tea at Fivg October 22
by Matthew Lombardo - Read by Shaw alumnae Joanne Kirwan Clark. An intimate look a the life of the
beloved actress Katherine Hepburn, based on her book Me: Stories of my Life.

Pack Up Your TroublgsOctober 29
Sing along to songs from both world wars, and the decades in between-¥F N2 Y L NBA y 3
himself. Enjoy a glass of wine while singing some of the 20" O S y (i dzZNE Q& T @2 dzNJ
Accompanist Doug Mundy.

Call 905.468.3912 for tickets | $20 each or buy all three for $50.00

SPONSORED BY THE SHAW FESTIVAL Page 7



NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Visit us at www.niagarahistorical.museum

CoNTACT Us

43 Castlereagh Street

P.O. Box 208
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LOS 1J0

Phone: 905-468-3912
Fax: 905-468-1728
amyklassen@niagarahistorical.museum

sarahmaloney@niagarahistorical.museum

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Neil Rumble, President

Karen McGrath VP Museum
Deborah Paine-Corbiere, VP Society
Dennis Kam, Treasurer

Amalie Enns, Secretary

Terry Boulton

Charles Jackson

Leonard Kooperman

Linda Rodeck

Julian Rance

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Joy Ormsby

Richard Taylor

Dr. Richard Merritt
Christopher Allen

MUSEUM STAFF
Sarah Maloney - Managing Director

Amy Klassen ¢ Society Administrator

The Society & Museum wish to thank the Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake and the
Province of Ontario for their ongoing support
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In August we lost two long time members of the Museum.
Marianne Buyers was a supporter of the Museum and of
heritage for many years.

KenGoodwing | & 2yS 2F (KS
volunteers, most notably in our gardens.
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Our condolences go out to both their families.
They will be greatly missed!
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