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NEW EXHIBITION AND LECTURE SERIES

villages operate as rural centres.

In conjunction with this exhibition,

Schedule of Events

MARCH 18
Lecture - 7:30 pm
Taverns & Village

the Society will run our annual Public Life
lecture series from March through
September. Lectures begin at 7:30 | ® APRIL15
pm and are $5 or free for members. Lecture - 7:30 pm
March 18 - Taverns & Village Public U IR = NE
Life by Dr. Julia Roberts Dead House
April 15 - Finding Bro.ck s Dead o APRIL 22
] House by Guy St-Denis
Opening May 1, 2010, the Museum May 20 - Reciprocal Work Bees by Volunteer
presents Village Life , an exhibition Dr. Catharine Wilson Apprection Day,
celebratlng. the ’ past, present and June 17 - Virgil Night 11:30 am
future of Niagara’s villages. July 15 - Historic Mills of St. Davids MaY 1
. e May
The exhibition will focus on the DY Robert Miller ) Village Life
people and events of Virgil, St. August1g-Queenston Night g
Davids and Queenston in an attempt September 16 - St. Davids Night opens
to gain a of sense of what makes life  Ngte: For the Virgil, Queenston & | e MaAy 20

in our smaller communities unique.
In addition, the exhibition will look
at areas such as McNab, Homer and
Glendale, discovering how these

The Second Annual
Phoenix Dinner was a
great success in 2009,
raising over $7000 for the
Society!  Pictured are
Ruth & Terry Boulton,
and Gary Zanner &
Marsha Howe posing as
they arrive.

St. Davids nights, we welcome you
to bring your stories, memories and
photos to share with the group.

Lecture - 7:30 pm
Reciprocal Work
Bees
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REMINISCENCES - THE SOUNDS OF NIAGARA by Terry Boulton

If windmills and “bird bangers”,
jet boats and busses, leaf
blowers and street sweepers are
the sounds of today, what were
the sounds of yesterday? As

with the “smells” of early
Niagara  written  about
previously, there were also

distinct sounds of the past.

One singular, long-forgotten

sound could be heard at
the waterfront, was heard
regularly and was much

anticipated. Each summer day,
a blast from the Cayuga’s horn
announced her arrival at
Niagara. With that pronounce-
ment, many of the young boys
who lived and played in the
dock area would drop what
they were doing and run to the
dock. Here they would dive for
coins thrown by tourists who
lined the boat’s rail. The boys
themselves created a racket as
they yelled out to those far
above to “throw money”. With
another blast from its horn, the
Cayuga would pull away from
the dock, head up the river
to Queenston to take on
passengers, then turn back
down the river for another brief
stop at the Town dock, whistle
blowing with each arrival and
departure. All this would be
repeated later in the day when
the Cayuga sailed in on her
return trip from Toronto.
Similar bellows announced the
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comings and goings of the
three “sand suckers”, each blast
unique and identifiable.

In those days, before the
advent of today’s modern
navigational technology, the
foghorn on River Beach Road
sounded out for those
unfortunate enough to find
themselves lost in fog out on
the river or lake. This
mournful bawl droned on all
day and all night and could be
heard throughout the town.

In the summer during the 40’s
and 50’s, the military had a
marked presence in town with
all the tumult that thousands
of men could bring. Every
morning the clarion call of
Reveille woke the town. Most
mornings those who lived on
Mary Street and Lakeshore
Road were treated to a
regimental parade. A rousing

I8

band strutted out front; behind
tramped the soldiers, officers
yelling out commands along
the way as they marched to the
military grounds at the rifle
range. Town kids stomped
alongside. Following behind,
tanks and half-tracks, cannons
and transports rumbled. In the
late afternoon these hundreds
of marchers trudged back to
town and were put to bed in
the evening by the dulcet
melody of Taps.

But the most strident sound of
the military presence was the
clatter of gunfire from the
range. Most youngsters who
lived in the area could
distinguish the single crack of
303 rifle fire, the staccato of
Sten guns, the thump of
heavier artillery. For long years
after the closing of Camp
Niagara, rifle fire continued to
shatter a peaceful day.
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Bells, whistles and sirens were
common in town in those days;
used to mark comings and
goings, the passage of hours,
the events of the day. The slow
clang of its bell announced the
train’s arrival in town at the
corner of King and John Streets
from where it “chuffed” its
way into town, bell slowly
signalling. Down to the water-
front it went, then clanged its
way back up King and out of
town. The “ding-ding” of the
air hose sounded at Wilson’s
Garage throughout the day as
cars drove in and out for gas

(or kids ran over it on their
bikes).

At Shepherd’s Boat Works, to
mark the beginning of the work
day, break time and the end of
shifts a strident bell clamoured
above the cacophonous
machinery. A whistle shriek
served the same purpose at the
canning factory, the present
day Pillar and Post.

First found on the fire hose
tower behind the Court House
(which burned down in 1953)
and then behind the fire hall
on Queen Street, the fire siren
summoned the men of the

town. When there was a fire it
would call out, quietening for
amoment before re-echoing
its summons five or six times.
A brief wail hailed the
ambulance. Monday it blew at
seven in the evening for
practice. And every day the
siren announced noon, always
two or three minutes out of
syncopation with the siren in
Youngstown. Now long gone
and certainly not lamented is
the cry of the air raid sirens

Fire hose tower
burning

that would rend the silence of
the town.

With so many sounds now
gone, two of the most pleasant
remain; the clock tower chime
and the peal of the bells from
St. Mark’s Church. As well, we
may enjoy today what has
always been: the hush of an
early morning, the quiet repose
of a tranquil evening. Cherish
these silences for they are too
easily missed in our frenetic
world.

The sandsucker, Cadwell, working too close to shore,

hit a rock? and sank. That day the whistle really blew!

Wilson’s garage with Niagara Home Bakery to its right
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2009 DONORS continued

IN KIND continued

Mayo, Elaine & Geoff

McCarthy, Barb & E
Miller, Bob & Le‘ ace\

Murdoch,

Murra .\‘n /i -"."; i igz‘a‘)e h

ary School

SAVE THE DATE
The Third Annual Phoenix Dinner is
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2010

Tickets sold out very fast in our first two years,

so get yours early for 2010!
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THE BASEMENT

Over the past few years, we have had some
problems in the basement of the Link Building.
Several times the window wells have filled during
heavy rain, casing the water to eventually burst
through the seal and flood the basement. Most
recently, we have noticed water seeping up
through the floor tiles.

We know that this matter needs to be taken care
of sooner, rather than later. There are already
some signs of mould on the drywall and framing,
something that we cannot have for the sake of
the staff, volunteers, visitors and the artefacts. So
far, we have had no success finding funding for
our basement needs. The basement is also not an
artefact storage facility so the project does not fit
into certain programmes.

At the January Board meeting, the Board agreed
that we would need to tap into our unrestricted
fund balance in order to remedy the problems in
the basement, a project that could cost upwards
of $12,000.

We have already had a few contractors look at
the situation, but without tearing down drywall
and digging down to the weeping tile outside, the
full extent of the problem is not yet known.
Until they begin work, we will not know the full
costs.

If you know of any organizations that fund these
types of projects, please let us know. Or, if you
wish to contribute to this renovation we would
appreciate your support.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Old
o Barn
““ [Proposed ¥
Lot Addition

C;csth;quh Sins 0 L MU WESRIRVE. S
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I would like to wish everyone a belated and
prosperous New Year! We at the Museum are
looking forward to another successful year
with many events and activities planned. We
will keep you all posted on these events as

~ ° | they are put together.

| One of the most important happenings this

.| spring will be the acquisition of the parcel of
land directly behind Memorial Hall that
currently houses an old barn. This is
presently owned by our neighbour next door
on Castlereagh, who has agreed to sever this
portion of his property. = We have no
immediate plans for the land, but are

acquiring it for future use once we have assessed the needs of the Society & Museum and developed a
plan for the space.

We appreciate all those involved for working with us on this acquisition. More information will be

available once the severance is complete.
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DIRECTOR® NOTE - 2009 YEAR IN REVIEW

PROGRAMME

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Soldiers’ Memorial

Mmunment

Thuesdag!Beggfer 11, 1926
os

Research

The Society has set up a Research
committee due to the impending 200™
anniversary of the War of 1812. This
group is working on a number of areas
related to those who lived and fought
in Niagara-on-the-Lake during the war.

Exhibitions

The Museum held two major
exhibitions this year in the temporary
exhibition  space. They were;
“Domestic Gems” &“Through Their
Eyes”

Marketing and Public Relations
Our largest improvement this year was

the development of a new website that
was launched in April of 2009,. The
website has been very well received,
contains lots of research material and
also highlights the activities of the
Society.

Phoenix Circle

Most likely the most important work
undertaken by the Society this year was
the development of the Phoenix Circle.
Working with past funders and
potential future funders, the Society
formed a group of individuals who have
committed themselves to the ongoing
These

individuals will remain critical to the

support of the organization.

future success of the organization by
contributing to the ongoing costs
associated with owning and operating
one of Ontario’s most important local
history collections.

Collections Management &
Development

Over the past year, 25 separate donors
contributed to the collection. These
donations represent well over 125
separate items. We have added a
number of artefacts, as well as our
early publications, to two online
databases (www.ourontario.ca and
www.artefacts.ca) to provide more
access to our collection.

Events

Our lecture series continued to be
well attended in 2009 with the theme
“The Year of the Women of Niagara”.
The Society hosted a wonderful
variety of very distinguished speakers

from around the province.

The Society also attracted 70 Niagara
High School Alumni to a reunion in
June, This reunion commemorated
the school that closed over 60 years
ago, but now houses the museum

collection.

Also tied into this year’s theme were
three events related to the Women of
Niagara. Maja Bannerman presented
“Kate Ward meets Laura Secord”,
Norma Shepherd came to give a
retrospective millinery fashion show,
and Barbara Worthy and Jennifer
Phipps put on “A Chat with Miss
Chicky”.

Images to the left were new
acquisitions to the collection in 2009
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NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

Visit us at www.niagarahistorical.museum

CONTACT US

43 Castlereagh Street

P.O. Box 208
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LoS 1jo

Phone: 905-468-3912

Fax: 905-468-1728
amyklassen@niagarahistorical. museum
clarkbernat@niagarahistorical. museum

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Neil Rumble, President

David Murray, VP Museum
Deborah Paine-Corbiere, VP Society The Society & Museum wish to thank the Town

Dennis Kam. Treasurer of Niagara-on-the-Lake and the

) Province of Ontario for their ongoing support
Amalie Enns, Secretary

Terry Boulton
Charles Jackson ; ¥_>
Karen McGrath l/r O nta o

Leonard Kooperman

Linda Rodeck

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Joy Ormsby
Richard Taylor

MUSEUM STAFF
Clark Bernat - Managing Director
Amy Klassen - Society Administrator
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