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OUR SUPPORTERS

Phoenix Circle

On March 17, the Phoenix Circle met &

for a tea and private talk with Rita
Brown (pictured with a dolman from
our collection). For those of you who
are not familiar with Rita, she has
worked in the wardrobe department
at the Shaw Festival for over 30 years
and is extremely knowledgeable
about textiles and period clothing.
She often volunteers her time at the
Museum, helping to mount garments
for exhibition or consult about
particular artefacts.

Rita displayed some pieces from the
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the Shaw costume department and
some of her own garments, and
spoke about how and why they were
worn and what period they were
from.

The Year of The Villages of Niagara

Schedule of Events

The group welcomed Dennis Kam & | * JNE4

Kathy Heit to their first event and Janet Carnochan
they received their pins (pictured Day & Launch of
below). Peter & Molly Enns, also Village Life

new members, were not able to

attend. Since the event, David & Dr. | ® JUNE17

Diane Hemmings have also joined Lecture- 7:30 pm
the Phoenix Circle. Virgil Night

e JUNE26
Casting Call for
Radio Noir

e JLYl5
Lecture- 7:30 pm
The Historic Mills
of St. Davidby
Robert Miller

e JULY30
Radio Noir at the

Volunteer Appreciation Day
We celebrated National Volunteer
Week by thanking our volunteers Museum, 11 am

on April 22 with a lunch and tea at
the Museum. Attendees also took | AUGPS16’_13’ 20
part in a trivia challenge and the Radio Noir at the
winning team was Donald Combe, Museum, 11 am
Joy Ormsby, Steve Hinchliffe and

Deborah Paine. o sleUEE
. o . ... . Lecture-7:30 pm
I AO AOI|I :
We are extremely grateful to have Queenston Night

such wonderful supporters, whether
financial or volunteer. We truly
could not accomplish what we do Lecture- 7:30 pm
without these individuals. St. Davids Night

September 16



Museum Chronicles

ARTEFACT SPOTLIGHT : 971.271 MartinkHenry Mk | zIV

4 EAMartni -( AT Owas a breech

loading, lever-actuated rifle adopted by

the British, combining an action worked

on by Friedrich von Martini (based on

the Peabody rifle developed by Henry
Peabody), with the rifled barrel designed

by Scotsman Alexander Henry. It first

entered service in 1871 replacing the
Snider-Enfield and variants were used
throughout the British ~ Empire for 30

years. It was the first British service rifle

that was a true breechloader using

metallic cartridges.

There are four classes of the Martini
Henry rifle: Mark | (released in June 1871),
- AOE -)ARE ,Gnd Mark IV. There
was also an 1877 carbine version with
carbine variations that included a
Garrison Artillery Carbine, an Atrtillery
Carbine (Mark I, Mark II, and Mark 1),
and smaller versions designed as training
rifles for military cadets. The Mark IV
Martini -Henry rifle ended production in
the year 1889, but remained in service
throughout the British Empire until the
end of the First World War, and was seen
in use by some Afghan tribesmen even as
late as the Soviet invasion.

The Martini-Henry was copied on a large
scale by North West Frontier Province
gunsmiths. Their weapons were of a
poorer quality than those made by RSAF
Enfield, but accurate down to the proof
markings. The main manufacturers were
the Adam Khel Afridi, who lived around
the Khyber Pass . Hence the British term
for such weapons, "Pass made rifles".
Many of those weapons which survive are
now being sold to soldiers serving with
international Security Assistance Force.

The rifle was sighted to 1,400 yards (1300
m). At 1,200 yards (1100 m), 20 shots
exhibited a mean deflection from the
centre of the group of 27 inches (69.5 cm),
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the highest point on the trajectory was 8
feet (2.44 m) at 500 yards (450 m).

A 0.402 calibre model, the Enfield
Martini, incorporating several minor
improvements such as a safety catch, was
gradually phased in to replace the Martini
-Henry from about 1884 onwards. The
replacement was gradual so existing
stocks of the old ammunition would be
used up.

However, before this was complete the
decision was made to replace the Martini
rifles with the .303 calibre bolt-action
magazine LeeMetford which gave a
considerably higher maximum rate of fire.
Consequently to avoid having three
different rifle calibres in service, the
Enfield-Martinis were withdrawn and
converted to 0.45 calibre and renamed
Martini -Henry "A" and "B" pattern rifles.
Some 0.303 calibre black powder carbine
versions were also produced, known as
the Martini -Metford, and even 0.303
calibre cordite carbines, called Martini-
Enfields (as opposed to EnfieldMartinis).

During the Martini -Henry period in
service, the British army was involved in a
large number of colonial wars, most
notably the Anglo-Zulu War in 1879. The
rifle was used by the company of the 2nd
Battalion, 24th Regiment of Foot present
at Rorke's Drift. During the battle,
approximately 150 British  soldiers
successfully defended themselves against
several thousand Zulus. The weapon was
not completely phased out until 1904.

The weapon is partly blamed for the
defeat of British troops at Isandlwana
prior to Rorke's Drift (in addition to poor

tactics and numerical inferiority) ? while

the Martini -Henry was state of the art, in
the African climate the action tended to

overheat and foul after heavy use. It
would eventually become difficult to

move the breech block and reload the
rifle. After investigating the matter, the

Britsh Army Ordnance Department

determined the fragile construction of the

rolled brass cartridge and fouling due to
the black powder propellant were the
main causes of this problem. To correct
this, the cartridge was switched from
weak rolled brass to stronger drawn brass
and a longer loading lever was
incorporated to apply greater torque to

operate the mechanism when fouled.
These later variants were highly reliable
in battle.

A variant known as the Gahendra rifle
was produced locally in Nepal. The design
was somewhat more advanced than the
baseline Martini-Henry, but the rifles

were produced by hand, making the
quality extremely variable.

The Martini -Henry saw service in World

War | in a variety of roles? primarily as a

Reserve Arm, but it was also issued (in
the early stages of the war) to aircrew for
attempting to shoot down observation

balloons and other aircraft. Martini-

Henrys were also used in the African and
Middle Eastern theatres during World

War |, in the hands of Native Auxiliary

troops.

Researched and written by Steven
Baxter
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2009 AuDIT REPORT

MUSEUM STATEMENT OF SOCIETY STATEMENT OF
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
for the year ended December 31, 2009 for the year ended December 31, 2009

REVENUE 2009 REVENUE 2009
Municipal Grant 91,900 Fundraising 28,391
Federal/Provincial Grants 33,294 Gift Shop Sales 13,070
Admissions & Tours 14,719 Donations 7,786
Miscellaneous 7,138 Memberships 6,445

147,051 Programs & Events 2,217
EXPENSES Provincial Grant 1,215
Staff Salaries & Benefits 109,344 59,124
Maintenance 27,582 EXPENSES
Administration 18,507 Programs & Events 14,728
Advertising & Website 11,959 Land Acquisition Costs 8,963
Curatorial 6,880 Gift Shop Merchandise 7,380
GST 3,726 Publishing & Education 5,191
Exhibition 3,199 36,262
PST Remitted 2,449

183,646
NET OPERATING EXPENSES NET OPERATING EXPENSES
OVER REVENUE (36,595) OVER REVENUE 22,862
INTERFUND TRANSFERS INTERFUND TRANSFERS
From Society Operations 24,287 To Museum Fund (24,287)
NET EXCESS (12,308) NET EXCESS (1,425)

Although it may appear that the Museum and Society did not do well financially for 2009, both deficits can be explained.
The Museum received two grants late in 2008 that were expensed in 2009 (just over $13,000). Therefore it showed as
surplus in 2008 with the understanding that it would be spent in 2009. Second, the Society amassed almost $9,000 in land
acquisition costs, which was not budgeted for, but the Board agreed was a smart loaterm investment. Overall, the
Society and Museum both had a good year and we still have a net unrestricted fund balance of $49,920.
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EXHIBTION : VILLAGE LIFE

Queenston, St. Davids, and
Virgil are villages with unique
stories, each with a distinct
past that has shaped its growth
and its people.

They came to be for different

reasons: transportation, water,

migration and to service the

rural areas. However, they do
have shared experiences and
concerns about life in a small

community.

This exhibition explores life in
these villages as well as the
new village of Glendale, the
vanished village of Homer, and
the community of McNab.

When examining these
communities, it is apparent
that the rural/urban divide is
very difficult to determine.
People from the outlying farms
intermingle with those from
the centre and this enhances
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the life of the village.

Sustainability of Village Life

Many in the Vvillages are
concerned with the long-term
ramifications of expansion and
the impact that it will have on
life in their community. The
villages of Virgil and St. Davids
have seen the biggest changes
over the last decade and a lack
of cohesion has resulted from
this expansion. Queenston is
fighting to avoid these
changes.

As expansion continues, a
disconnect has occurred in
these villages because many
new families are not involved

with the established organiza-

tions. However, families from

all the communities do

connect in Virgil as a result of

its sports fields, stores and
town hall.

The impact of expansion will
have to be monitored over the
coming years in order for
these Niagaraon-the-Lake
villages to retain their sense of
community.

Village Life will be on display
until September 30, 2010.

Members are welcome to
attend the official launch of
the exhibition on June 4th at
3:30 pm.

Image: St. Davids Public School

BEHIND -THE-SCENES
TOURS

Any members interested
in taking a look at what
goes on behindthe-scenes
at the Museum? Clark is
offering guided tours of
the storage areas for a
closer look at our great
collection. Please call to
reserve a tour forany
Tuesday afternoon in July
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HONOURARY LIFE MEMBERS

The Society has had an
Honourary Life Membership
programme in place for several
years now, with a maximum of
five members to be awarded.
Currently, we have two
Honourary Life Members, Joy
Ormsby and Richard Taylor.

Although we have a list of
potential candidates, we are
also seeking nominations from
the membership.

The following criteria should
be considered when you are
nominating an individual for

Honourary Life Membership:

e The types and extent of
contributions made by the
nominee, such as (among
other things) time, effort

resulting in a product of
value to the Society, and the
donation of artefacts.

e The period of time during
which this contribution was

made.

e The period during which

the nominee has been a
regular Member of the
Society

Please have your nominations
submitted to Amy by July 1,
2010 (see below). Recipients of
Honourary Life Membership
will be awarded at the Annual
General Meeting in October.

Ontario Veteran
Community Archive

In March, the Historic -Dominion
Institute hosted several veterans
and community members at the
Museum to promote a new
project called the Ontario
Veteran Community Archive.
Their website is a digital
archive where veterans and their
families can upload scanned
letters, photographs and
memorabilia, upload audio &
video recordings and upload text,
in order to tell their stories.

If you have stories and photos to
add to the archive or would like
more information , visit
ontarioveteranarchive.ca
or call 1.866.701.1867

NIAGARA HISTORICAL OCIETY

HONOURARY LIFE MEMBER NOMINATION FORM

Nominee: Nominated by

Address:

Phone: Details/Contribution:
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GRANTS & FUNDING

We have been fortunate to receive several grants be hired shortly to coordinate this project and

recently that will help us complete special
projects related to the Bicentennial of the War of

will start in June.

1812 as well as help with general staffing over the In March we completed www.1812history.com.

summer.

Late in 2009, we received funds from the Niagara
Community Foundation, which has allowed us to

hire Glenn Smith to research our 1812 collection
and authenticate all the items. This work has

already commenced and will be completed this
year.

Most recently, we received funding to complete a
virtual map of the town before it was destroyed
by the war. The Ontario Ministry of Tourism and

Culture has funded 80% of this project through
the Museum and Technology Fund The other
20% has been funded by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. The end result of this project will be
an interactive virtual map where visitors can click
on houses and find out important information

about who lived there and what they did. Our
volunteer research committee has conducted the
research for this project through transcribing war
loss claims records,
research on individual people. A new person will

GARDENERS NEEDED!

The gardening committee is currently looking for more help in the Museum
gardens. The group meets a couple times in the Spring and Fall for garden clea
up and then takes turns throughout the summer watering and weeding.

If you have a green thumb and would like to volunteer your time in the garden at
the Museum, please contact Amy at 905468-3912 and she will pass your name ¢

to the committee chair.
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This website was created through a partnership
with Brock University, Niagara Falls Museums,
Port Colborne Historical & Marine Museum,

RiverBrink Art Museum, Grimsby Museum,

Jordan Historical Museum and ourselves, and
was made possible through a grant from the
Department of Canadian Heritage. This website
is now live and brings together the 1812
collections from these institutions, providing

better access to these important documents and
artefacts.

Finally, we have received a grant through Young
Canada Works (YCW) to hire a summer student.
This person will be uploading more of our
collection onto Our Ontario as well as
completing many other small projects over the
summer. We also have an internship application
with YCW (6 month  contract) still awaiting

approval. This person will coordinate our 2012
exhibitions so we are hoping that this funding

property searches and comes through.
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RADIO NOIR AT THE MUSEUM VILLAGE NIGHTS

For those of you who experienced
OEA O2AAET .1 EO6 bDHDAOA&I Of ATAA AO 1 0O¢
Carol Sing last year, you will be pleased
to know that it is returning to the
Museum this summer!

7/

Join us for Radio Noir at the Museum a
series of oldtime radio shows
complete with sound effects, dramatic
dialogue and advertisements. The As part of our current lecture series,
shows will be performed live at the xA AOA EI OOE_I C OFOAA
- 00AGI 11 A& 00 Al [FRWSIEEEN camyriyiepavellly
July 30, August 6, 13 and 20. Each as those from outside them) are
show starts at 1lam and is $15 per invited to bring their photographs,

person. Or save by buying a package memorabilia and stories to share with
of all four shows for $50! the group. Please come out and bring

your friends to share memories of
Call the Museum to reserve village life. Talks start at 7:30 pm.
your seats as they are limited!

More details on the shows will VIRGIL NIGHT: JUNE 17
be made available in the QUEENSTON NIGHT: AUG UST 19
ST. DAVIDS NIGHT: SEPTEMBER 16

coming weeks.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT - NEIL RUMBLE

Spring is here, which means spruceup time at the Museum. There are always things that need
attending to, both inside and out.

We were having a leakage problem that was causing concern in the basement, This has been
addressed and we hope not to float away. As a result, the outside of the building required some
excavation, which meant some landscaping, both professional and by our wonderful volunteers.

Unexpected projects like this can catch us off guard financially. Thank goodness for those thirteen
wonderful members who joined our Phoenix Circle and help to subsidize these projects through their
contribution. For more information on our Phoenix Circle, contact Clark, Amy or myself.
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-Neil Rumble Page?



