
SECOND ANNUAL MEMBER TRIVIA NIGHT S C H E D U L E   
O F  E V E N T S  

 

 December 2 & 3 -        

Rotary Holiday 

House Tour (all 

day) 

 December 3 - 

Fourth Annual 

Phoenix Dinner 

 December 10 - 

NOTL Christmas 

Parade 

 December 17 - 

Charles Dickens 

Performance, 7 pm 

 December 17 - 

Hamper Raffle 

 January -  Museum 

Closed for exhibit         

development 

 February - Free 

admission to the 

Museum for locals 

 February 1 -       

“Niagara on the 

9ǾŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊέ ƻǇŜƴǎ 

 February 6 -          

Members Trivia 

Night, 7 pm 
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Museum Chronicles 

Last February, we hosted our first trivia night for 

members in lieu of our December carol sing and 

those who attended had a great time trying to guess 

some tough questions from a variety of categories - 

ŦǊƻƳ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǎ ǘƻ άƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘέΦ 

We will be having a trivia night for our members 

again on February 6th at 7 pm.  You are invited to 

attend a free evening that will test your knowledge 

beyond just the history of Niagara-on-the-Lake.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ      

anything as there is bound to be a category you are 

good at! Come for a fun evening with friends and 

challenge yourself to learn something new. 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2012! 

Remember all the benefits of being a Niagara Historical Society Member: 

 Our quarterly newsletter 
 10% off gift shop purchases 
 Free admission to the Museum 
 Free admission to our lecture series 
 Advance notice of special events 
 Free admission to other participating Museums in Niagara (contact us for a 

complete list of participating sites) 
 

The Bicentennial years will be the most exciting time to be a member of the           
historical Society, so be sure to renew and take full advantage of all of the programs 
we will be offering! 
Renewal forms have been included in your membership mailing for annual         
members. 

Where in town is this (above) 

located?  - hƴŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

pictorial trivia challenges 

Call the Museum to reserve your space as seating is limited.  Tables of 4 or 6 are 

available for those who want to put together a team.  Members only please. 
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FROM THE MANAGING DIRECTOR - Sarah Maloney 

The Collections Committee has seen some great new 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ         
ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜǎ όŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ        
interesting pieces!) but my recent favourite was a 
Report of the Select Committee of the 18th US      
Congress dated April 5th, 1824. The report reviews 
the authorization of payment for property lost,      
captured or destroyed during the war. It includes 
depositions from local claimants including as       
Thomas Dickson, Isaac Swayze, William H. Merritt, 
Adam Brown, James Secord and many others. It is so 
interesting to read their accounts of the occupation 
and the burning of Niagara during the War of 1812!   
 

Another favourite is a ticket for travel on the Canada 
S.S. Lines between Toronto and Niagara-on-the-Lake 
from 1944. How nice would it be to take a boat ride 
to Toronto instead of waiting in traffic on the QEW? 
They always say that we should learn from our past. 
Well, maybe this is one of those instances!  

¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мумн ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ άIŜǊƻŜǎΣ IƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 
the art work from the Canadian Art Cards 1812      
collection.  The pieces, most of which are for sale by 
the artist, feature local 1812 historic scenes that 
help retell the history of Niagara during the war. 
Some of the art work is displayed with artefacts 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊ 
{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
of those sites. One piece that has never been on     
display is a sermon by Rev. Robert Addison asking 
parishioners to help families who have lost a loved 
one during the war.  
 

My hope is that this exhibition will lead us nicely into 
ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумн ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άbƛŀƎŀǊŀ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ 9ǾŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǊέΣ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ         
exhibition will examine domestic life in Niagara      
before the war, the whispers of war, the mustering 
of the Lincoln Militia and, of course, the Battle of 
Queenston Heights. In preparation for this exhibition 
the Museum will be closed for the month of January 
for a few small improvements to our galleries.  

 

2012 Brock Ball | June 16th, 2012 
An elegant, period ball commemorating the  

declaration of the War of 1812  

 

Tickets $200 each.  For tickets or event details call the  

Niagara Historical Museum at 905 -468-3912  or visit 

www.niagarahistorical.museum  

 
Event features re -enactors, period food and music, 

dance demonstrations and beautiful décor set inside 

the walls of historic Fort George.  

 

TICKETS ARE OVER HALF SOLD!!  Reserve now if you  

donõt want to miss out on this once in a lifetime event! 
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E V E N T S  @  T H E  M U S E U M  

Left (from top): Andrew Wilkens appraises an item at Antique         

!ǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΤ !ǇǇǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ²ƛƭƪŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ      

Andrea Ziefman from A.H. Wilkens Auctions & Appraisers; Sarah     

Maloney and Past President Neil Rumble with Board Member and 

aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ƻǘƘŜōȅΩǎ [ƛƴŘŀ wƻŘŜŎƪΦ 

Right (from top): Deborah Paine and Loretta Pietrobon are served 

by summer student Josh Rupert; Members enjoy launch of 

άIŜǊƻŜǎΣ IƻƳŜǎ ϧ IŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎέ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ 
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{ŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΗ  LΩƳ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

this opportunity to update you on some of the items I have been working on over the past few months. 

I applied to the Museums and Technology Fund for our Oral History Project.  This is a provincial grant that 

helps community museums and associated heritage service organizations invest in innovative projects and 

partnerships that help them improve public access to their collections through digital technology.  Our         

application was successful and we received funding for the project!  Our Oral History Project will explore the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ bƛŀƎŀǊŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎ -

1970s from local residents and share them in an audio/visual exhibition in our permanent gallery.  We have 

hired a new Coordinator for this project who will be with us for 8 months. 

I have also been working on acquiring sponsorships for our Brock Ball next June.  I developed a sponsorship 

package and distributed them to various organizations in the area.  To date, we have received sponsorships 

ŦǊƻƳ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴǎ tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōŜǊƛŀƴΩǎ {ǘŜŀƪ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ            

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

hesitate to contact me for more information. 

Currently, I am working on an application for the Museums Assistance Program in order to acquire funding 

for a Collections Management Project.  The project entails a reorganization of our current storage space,  

specifically Storage Room B.  The reorganization would involve the installation of retractable shelves and a 

specific storage method for art and framed objects. 

I have also completed applications to the Niagara Community Foundation for one portion of the Collections 

Management Project, as well as the Casino Cares Fund for a potential Brock Ball sponsorship ς both             

applications are currently pending. 

- Abby Ramcharan 

FUNDING UPDATES FROM OUR DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

Heroes, Homes & Hardships will be on display until the 

end of the month (the Museum will be closed December 31st).  

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

the Bicentennial.  Most of the works are available for sale and 

some have already sold!  Contact the Museum for pricing          

information or if you would like to get in contact with any of the 

artists.   Copies of all paintings can also be purchased as prints 

and both Cameron Porteous and Peter Rindlisbacher have       

produced publications based on their work. 
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Strategic plan update 
{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ƛƴ нллтΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

goals we set out for the Society and Museum: 

V Reprinted The Battle of Fort George 

V Produced a Bicentennial calendar 

V Produced a commemorative toy soldier  

V Expanded and upgraded website  

V Assessed our 1812 military uniform collection  

V Compiled 1812 Muster Rolls for all British Regulars, Militia, Native Allies and American Forces  

V Researched WWI material & Camp Niagara  

V Digitized WWI panoramic photos  

V Authenticated all 1812 artefacts  

V Installed new Temperature and Humidity Monitors  

V Upgraded all old furnaces  

V Developed yearly fundraising event (Phoenix Dinner) 

V Develop Phoenix Circle 

V Collaborated with Brock University and others to digitize our 1812 collection  

V Placed NHS publications on www.ourontario.ca for public access  

V Produced weekly 1812 walking tours of NOTL and delivered it in 2011 

V Researched the War Claims Losses for Niagara-on-the-Lake  

V Conducted intensive research on select citizens and buildings in Niagara in 1810  

V Acquired and prepare land behind Museum  

V Assessed roof on all buildings and replaces High School roof 
 

Many of these accomplishments would not be possible without the dedication and hard work of our wonderful         

volunteers.  We thank all our volunteers for their ongoing commitment to preserving the heritage of Niagara-on-the-

Lake and for making our Museum one of the best! 
 

Items on our plan that are in progress include the development of a theatrical performance based on the War of 

1812, an annual lecture series for each year of the Bicentennial, development of the Brock Ball as a major fundraising 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ нлмнΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

virtual exhibition.  Most of these items will be completed over the next year. 
 

Updates have been made to our Strategic Plan to extend our goals beyond the 1812 Bicentennial.  These include:    

putting our collection database online for researcher access (2013), creating an audio/visual experience in our          

galleries (2013), developing First World War exhibitions and programs (2014), and conducting a feasibility study for 

our new piece of property (2016).  In addition, a separate plan has been developed to address repairs and upgrades 

that will need to be made to our existing facility over the next several years.  This plan will include how our current 

fund balance can be directed toward these costs and what other potential sources might be available to complete the 

necessary maintenance. 

http://www.ourontario.ca
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In 1917 and 1918 Niagara on the Lake played host to one of the most unusual military formations of the Great War, namely the     

so-called Polish Army in France. Some 22,000 Polish boys, coming mainly from the United States, were welded into a fighting force 

destined to cross the Atlantic and support the French army, then go on to become the core of the fighting forces of the new Polish 

state which emerged from the ruin of the Russian, Austrian and German empires. The initiative behind the creation of the Polish 

army sprung from the patriotism of the Polish community in the United States, some three million strong, who mourned the       

disappearance of the old Poland in 1795, and sustained the dream of generations of exiles, who pictured Poland as the Christ 

among the nations (crucified, but destined for resurrection). Of course nothing could be done without the consent of the Allied 

powers, namely Britain, France, and (after April 1917) the United States. France sponsored the formation of a Polish Army, and the 

United States agreed to allow it to be recruited from Polish Americans, while Britain agreed to allow the new force to be trained in 

Canada, under Canadian leadership. 

The first recruits began to cross the border in September 1917, just in time for a Canadian winter, to a camp with nearly no         

permanent barracks, so that the men had to be housed in tents. The commandant, Colonel Arthur LePan wisely set his men to      

constructing barracks, but by December 1 there were only 1200 beds, while the population of the camp exceeded 4,000. In this 

emergency the town opened its doors to the newcomers, offering fifteen off-campus  bivouacs, including the town hall, the       

Masonic hall, the Canada Steamship warehouse, a canning factory, etc., all free of charge. Some private citizens even invited       

officers into their homes. The remainder of the unhoused troops had to be sent across the river to Fort Niagara, until the situation 

eased with the commencement of sufficient shipping to take the trainees to France. The first vessel sailed in mid-December, almost 

two months later than requested, which helps to explain the extreme overcrowding in the camp. 

The locals seemed quite fascinated by the Poles, who brought a strange language and signage to their small town, who sang 

mournful songs in an unfamiliar but haunting key, and whose hand-me-down Canadian militia uniforms painted the Commons with 

a riot of red and blue. To their surprise, the townspeople found these newcomers exceedingly polite and well behaved, and the 

Poles in turn were touched by the kind treatment they received in Niagara (in the United States, East Europeans did not get an easy 

ride from the dominant ethnicities). The initial diffidence on both sides was quickly overcome, and local residents who had 

changed their locks and put bars on their windows felt somewhat abashed. After the armistice, when ravaged Poland was in dire 

need of aid, local citizens responded with an outpouring of money, clothing, and medical supplies. Indeed, compared with all       

/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ tƻƭƛǎƘ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǘƛƴȅ bƛŀƎŀǊŀ-on-the-Lake stood second only to Montreal. 

The town was saddened when, in 1918-мфΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ Ŧƭǳ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ пм ƻŦ άǘƘŜƛǊέ tƻƭŜǎΦ {ŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

United States for burial, but 24 lie buried in the graveyard of St. Vincent de Paul Church here in town, in a special memorial site. 

Each June, Polish organizations from Buffalo conduct a pilgrimage to the town, to honour the memory of those who died in the 

ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ           - Bob Augustine 

THE POLISH ARMY AT CAMP NIAGARA 

Image: Lt. Col. A.D. LePan, Commandant and Staff Polish Army Camp, With Major M. Mercadier and Attached French Officers - Toronto, January 15, 1919 



 
 

The Ghost of  Charles Dickens 
w i t h  J e n n i f e r  P h i p p s  a n d  B a r b a r a  W o r t h y   

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH AT 7 PM 

 

This Christmas season, as we enter 2012, 
we tip our bonnets to the 200th anniversary of yet  
another event ς the birth of Charles Dickens.  Join  

Jenny and Babs (and friends) for hot apple cider,  gingerbread  
and  songs as they present the words, life and times  

of Charles Dickens. 
 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǳǊΦ 
 aŀȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ Ƙŀǳƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘƭȅΦέ 

Charles Dickens 

 
Tickets $15.  Call 905-468-3912 to reserve as 

seating is limited. 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE 
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The Society will be holding its annual Christmas Hamper raffle again with two baskets filled with       

chocolates, napkins, wines, pates, gifts, candles, liquors and much, much more. Everything you need to 

throw a great holiday party. 

As always, we are seeking our donations for the basket and cannot do it without your help!  If you 

would like to contribute items to the hampers, please bring them by the Museum.  A tax receipt will be 

provided for  donations which are accompanied by a sales receipt stating the value. 

Tickets for our Annual Christmas Hamper Raffle will be $2 each or 3 for $5 and are available at the        

Museum.  Anyone wishing to help out by selling tickets can come by and pick some up!  Remember we 

are in our winter hours so please call ahead if you plan to come by before 1 p.m.   

The winning tickets will be drawn on December 17th. 



CONTACT US 

43 Castlereagh Street 

P.O. Box 208 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, L0S 1J0 

Phone: 905-468-3912 

Fax: 905-468-1728 

amyklassen@niagarahistorical.museum 

sarahmaloney@niagarahistorical.museum 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dennis Kam, President 

Karen McGrath, VP Museum 

Julian Rance, VP Society 

Martin Richardson, Treasurer 

Terry Boulton, Secretary 

Amalie Enns 

Charles Jackson 

Linda Rodeck 

Elizabeth Surtees 

Steve Hinchliffe 

Jim Collard, Town Representative 

 

 V i s i t  u s  a t  w w w . n i a g a r a h i s t o r i c a l . m u s e u m  

N I A G A R A  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  &  M U S E U M  

Museum Hours 
 

The Museum is open daily, except for: 
bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ  
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day and New Years Eve 
 

PLEASE NOTE NEW HOLIDAY CLOSURES ABOVE: 
NEW YEARS EVE & THANKSGIVING 

 
May-October: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

November-April:  1 p.m. to 5p.m. 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

Joy Ormsby 

Richard Taylor 

Dr. Richard Merritt 

Christopher Allen 

 

MUSEUM STAFF 

Sarah Maloney - Managing Director 

Amy Klassen ς Society Administrator  

The Society & Museum wish to thank the Town of 

Niagara-on-the-Lake and the  

Province of Ontario for their ongoing support 

 

The 2011 monthly Lecture Series  
is generously sponsored by: 

 

mailto:amyklassen@niagarahistorical.museum
mailto:clarkbernat@niagarahistorical.museum

